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the theory and operation of Constitution class starships. Since 

basic knowledge of these systems is required for participation in 
this scenario, a brief rundown of equipment structure and capabilities 
is included. (Excerpted from Jane’s Fighting Starships, vol. 1, Federa- 
tion Starfleet Vessels: revised edition. By kind permission of the 
publisher, Jane Interstellar Ltd., London WC1/Deneb V.) 
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Propulsion is by controlled matter-antimatter reaction. Total annihila- 

tion of both substances takes place within a magnetic bottle. Max- 

be imum speed: warp factor 8; cruising speed: warp factor 4; 

maximum safe cruising speed: warp 6. lf warp 6 is maintained for 

more than twenty-four hours at a time, the magnetic bottle con- 

taining the matterantimatter reaction erodes dangerously and be- 
comes unregenerable because of magnetization of the generating 
equipment. Damage to dilithium crystals is also likely, especially if 
the crystals have seen more than 3000 hours of service. Failure of 
dilithium crystals (which help channel power to the warp engines 
from the matter-antimatter reactors in the nacelles) will force the 
ship to drop out of warp. The ship may proceed on impulse power 
until repairs are effected (usually eight hours). 
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Destruction of all of the ship's dilithium crystals will force the ship to 
proceed to a planet where they can be obtained through mining or 
trade. However, just getting to such a planet is likely to take any- 
where from several months to several years. Captains who burn out 
all of their ships’ dilithium crystals are rarely entrusted with another 
starship command. 
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